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This year marks the 75th anniversary of Jameson Hospital. In 1929,
Jessie A. Jameson formally presented the Jameson Memorial Hospital to
the citizens of New Castle and Lawrence County in the name of her late
husband, David Jameson, a local industrialist.

The next year, the hospital had 150 beds and admitted 2,448 patients.
Today, Jameson Health System is comprised of two campuses with 308
beds and over 11,000 patient admissions—and we are still growing and
adapting to the changing healthcare needs of the community.

As we look to the future of health services, it is exciting to see the new
advancements that are being made. Since the consolidation, our staff
has been working very hard to position the health system to bring new
technologies into our community. The addition of angioplasty services
to our cardiology program (see article on page 3) is an example.

We are also proud to feature our Lung Center in this issue of Lifeline.
The Lung Center is another one of Jameson’s Centers of Excellence.
Under the direction and expertise of renowned physician Rodney
Landreneau, MD, we are able to br ing the lates t and most
sophisticated pulmonary and thoracic care to Lawrence County.

I think the Jameson family would be proud of how Jameson has evolved
into a health system offering a full continuum of care. Their generous
gift—combined with the efforts of the staff, boards, medical community,
and your support—have all contributed to the growth of Jameson
Health System.

Sincerely,

Thomas White, FACHE
President and CEO

1929—Jessie A. Jameson formally
presented Jameson
Memorial Hospital to the
citizens of New Castle and
Lawrence County in honor
of her late husband, David
Jameson, who donated
$600,000 for the hospital’s
construction.

1929—Shenango Valley Hospital
merged with Jameson Memorial.

1935—The Jameson Junior 
Guild was created
and has since 
raised over $5
million toward
hospital projects.

1953—The north wing, the
hospital’s first
addition, was added to
Jameson Memorial.

1970—The diagnostic and
treatment wing was
added to the south side
of the facility.

1973—Thomas White took over 
as president of Jameson
Memorial Hospital.

2002—Jameson Health System acquired 
St. Francis Hospital in New Castle.

2004—Jameson Memorial Hospital celebrates 
its 75th anniversary.

75 Years
and 

Counting
As Jameson Memor ia l Hosp i ta l 
continues looking forward to the
future, we’d like to take a moment to
reflect on a few milestones during
our 75-year history.

Thomas White, FACHE
President/CEO

Donald E. Melonio, FACHE
COO/Vice President

Chris Mitsos
Chairman, Board of Directors

Linda Cody
Editor/Director of Public Relations
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A Powerful New Tool 
for Treating 

Cardiac Problems

“Every year, approximately 300 Lawrence County residents leave
the community to receive interventional and therapeutic treatments
for cardiovascular disease,” says Douglas Danko, vice president of
Professional Services at Jameson Health System.“We’ve identified a
need for our patients and adapted our services to meet that need.” 

About Angioplasty

Coronary artery disease, the number one killer in Pennsylvania and
the United States, is caused by the build-up of plaque in the blood
vessels.This process is called atherosclerosis and if left untreated, it
can lead to a heart attack.Angioplasty opens blocked arteries and
allows blood to flow to your heart muscle.

During coronary angioplasty, a thin, flexible tube called a catheter is
inserted in your groin through incisions only centimeters in diameter.
Physicians use a special X-ray screen to move the cathether into a
coronary artery that feeds your heart. Next, a very thin wire is
threaded across the blockage and a tiny, expandable balloon is
passed to the blockage.The balloon is inflated to push against the
plaque and open the artery.Then the balloon is deflated and the
catheter is withdrawn, leaving the artery wider to allow blood 
to flow more easily.

Expert Care Close to Home

Jameson’s angioplasty procedures will be performed in the new
Cardiac Catheterization/Angioplasty Suite, which is equipped 
with state-of-the-art technology like the GE Innova 4100 digital
imaging system.

Currently, Pennsylvania regulations prohibit hospitals without 
open-heart capabilities from offering other cardiac interventions.
However, Jameson Health System is one of only five community
hospitals in the state of Pennsylvania selected to participate in a
demonstration showing that offering angioplasty in community 
hospitals is safer, more convenient, and more affordable for
patients.

“We’ve made a major
investment of capital 
and manpower to bring
angioplasty to the New
Castle community,” says
Donna Cochran, director
of Nursing for Cardiac 
and Emergency Services 
at Jameson. “We’re proud
to offer this potentially
lifesaving service to our
patients.”

For more information 
about angioplasty or 
any of Jameson Health 
System’s other advanced
cardiac health services,
call (724) 656-4624.

Physicians on Staff
Board-certified physicians 

providing services 
in the Cardiac

Catheterization/Angioplasty
suite at Jameson Memorial

Hospital include the following:

George Aromatorio, MD, FACC

Elizabeth Piccione, MD 

Conrad Smith, MD, FACC

Paul Wawrzynski II, MD 

Joon Lee, MD, FACC

Jameson Health System is expanding services to help your heart.

“I feel great! I thought I would have to go to 
Pittsburgh or Youngstown to have this done.
As it turned out, I was able to stay right here in
New Castle.”

William Kirschner, the first angioplasty patient at Jameson’s

new Cardiac Catheterization/Angioplasty Suite

Angioplasty

Improving cardiac care in Lawrence County are Jameson Memorial Hospital physicians (l to r) George
Aromatorio, MD; Beth Piccione, MD; Conrad Smith, MD; and Paul Wawrzynski II, MD.
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